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Diplomatic tax immunity 
 
According to the international conventions participated in by Chinese government and the relevant 
laws and administrative regulations of china, the foreign embassies in china and the diplomatic 
representatives may enjoy the following tax treatment: 

1) The houses (including the constructions used for the embassies and the ambassador’s 
residence and the attachments to the land) of the foreign embassies in China may be free 
from taxes (at present, including House Property Tax, City and Township Land Use Tax). 

2) The fees and commissions charged by the embassies for handling business affairs may be 
free from taxes. 

3) the official use articles transported into china by the embassies, the self-use articles 
transported in by the diplomatic representatives, the home settlement articles transported in 
by the executives of the embassies within half year after coming to the position may be 
free from Customs Duty and other taxes. 

4) Where the embassies and diplomatic representatives purchase the after VAT goods in 
Chinese market with the total of each invoice amounting to 800 yuan or more (no 
restriction for purchase of water, electricity, gas heating and repairing services), the VAT 
paid may be refunded on quarterly basis. In case that the goods are returned after the 
purchase or the goods are transferred to other units, individuals for use, they would be not 
allowed for claiming for the refund and the refunded VAT should be paid back. The 
embassies and diplomatic representatives may purchase the gas filling cards by rules and 
may be exempt from VAT on the self-use gasoline, diesel oil on regular and fixed amount 
basis. 

5) The vehicles, vessels used by foreign embassies in China and diplomatic representatives 
may be free from the Vehicle Acquisition Tax, Vessel and Vehicle Usage License Plate Tax, 
Vessel Tonnage Tax. 

6) The Deed Tax may be free for the land, house titles received by the embassies and 
diplomatic representatives within China. 

7) The diplomatic representatives may be free from taxes except the following items: The 
taxes normally included in the price of the commodities or in the price of the services (now 
including ) 

 


